Amendment & Response to Non-final Office Action mailed November 26, 2008 
Application No.: 10/799,253 
Filed: March 12, 2004 
Page 2 of 13 

Amendments to the Claims 

Please enter the following amendments to the claims: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Withdrawn) A method of calculating commissions comprising: 
referencing at least one business rule in a table, wherein the business rule associates a 
variable with at least one condition; 

determining the at least one condition; 

identifying a value of a variable used to calculate commissions based, at least in part, on 
the at least one condition, in the table; 

retrieving a value of at least one transaction; and 

calculating the commissions based, at least in part, on the value of the variable and the 
value of the at least one transaction. 



2, (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the commissions comprises a 
plurality of commissions components, the method comprising: 

for each commissions component: 

referencing at least one business rule related to that commissions component in a 
table, wherein the business rule associates a variable with at least one condition; 

determining the at least one condition; 

identifying a value of a variable used to calculate the commissions component 
based, at least in part, on the at least one condition, in the table; 
retrieving a value of at least one transaction; and 

calculating the commissions component based, at least in part, on the value of the 
variable and the value of the at least one transaction; 
the method further comprising: 

summing the calculated commissions components. 

3. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of calculating 



Si 7453 3.i 



Amendment & Response to Non-final Office Action mailed November 26, 2008 
Application No.: 10/799,253 
Filed: March 12, 2004 
Page 3 of 13 

commissions, comprising: 

storing at least one business r ule in a table, wherein the business rule associates at least 
one var iable with at least one condition; 

importin g, by a processor, data related to a value of at least one transaction; 

identifying, by the processor, a value, at least one variable, and at least one condition 
based at least in part on the data related to the transaction; 

referencing, by the processor at least one business rule in the table using at least in part 
the data related to the transaction; and 

calculatin g, by the processor, commissions based, at least in part, on the value of the at 
least one transaction and frail the at least one business rule stored referenced in f [a]]_the table. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein: 

the variable is chosen from the group consisting of basis points or fees per transaction. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, comprising: 

calculatin g, by the processor, the commissions, at least in part, by multiplying the basis 
points and the value of the at least one transaction. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein: 

the at least one transaction is a sale, lease or installation of a product; and 
the value of the at least one transaction is a number of transactions; 
the method comprising: 

calculatin g, by the processor, the commissions, at least in part, by multiplying the fees 
per transaction and a number of transactions. 

8 . (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein: 

the condition is chosen from the group consisting of an age of an account, a date related 
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to entry of the account into a program, and an achievement level related to the level of activity of 
the account. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein: 

the date is either an account credit approval date or a date when an account starts 
processing transactions. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the condition is the age of 
the account, the method further comprising: 

calculatin g, by the pr ocessor, the condition prior to calculating the commissions; and 
determining , by the processor, a value of a variable in the table based on the calculation. 

1 1 . (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 44_3 , wherein: 

the commissions comprises a plurality of commissions components; and 
the condition defines whether to calculate a commissions component. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, comprising: 

calculatin g, by the processor, the commissions by calculating a plurality of commissions 
components; and 

summing , by the processor, the calculated commissions components. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3 , further comprising: 
calculating , by the processor, at least one commissions adjustment; and 

offsettin g, by the processor, the summed commissions components by the at least one 
commissions adjustment to yield a net commissions. 

15. (Canceled) 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 45 13, comprising: 

calculatin g, by the processor, commissions paid for accounts that are not activated after a 
predetermined period of time after account approval, wherein the predetermined period of time is 
in the business rule in the table. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 3, wherein: 

the value of the transactions is chosen from a group consisting of net sales, net revenues 
and a net number of transactions. 

1 8 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

the commissions are calculated for a sales representative servicing at least one account. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
storin g, by the processor, the calculated commissions; and 

generatin g, by the processor, a statement summarizing the calculated commissions. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
receivin g, by the processor, a modification to a business rule from a party; 
modifying, by the processor, the business rule based at least in part on the modification 

received from the party; and 




storin g, by the processor, the modified business rule in a table. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20, wherein st o r ing the modified 
business rule in a table comprises replacing the business rule with the modified business rule. 
further comprising: 

receiving ' a change-to the ' bu s in es s rule from th e party; and 

changing the business rule in the4 afel e - in a c cordance with the received change. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the commissions are 
calculated for a sales rep servicing an account, the sales representative being associated with at 
least one business rule in the table, the method comprising: 

calculatin g, by the processor, the commissions for a sales rep, at least in part, by applying 
a business rule associated with the sales representative. 

23 . (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein: 

the sales representative is associated with the at least one business rule by being 
associated with a compensation plan comprising a plurality of business rules and a party 
represented by the sales representative; and 

the sales representative represents the party. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system for calculating commissions, comprising: 
mea ns for storing at least one b u s i ness rule in a table, wherein the business rule a ssociates 

at least one variable with the at least one condition; 

means for importing data related to a valu e of at least one transaction; and 

means for identifying; a value, at least one variable, and at least one condition based at 
least in part on the data related to the transaction; 

means for referencing at least one business rule in the table using at least in part the data 
related to the transaction; and 

means for calculating commissions based, at least in part, on the value of the at least one 
transaction and [fall the at least one business rule referenced stored-in [[a]]Jhe table. 

25 . (Withdrawn) A system for calculating commissions comprising: 
a processor; and 

memory coupled to the processor, the memory comprising a table comprising at least one 
business rule; 

wherein the processor is programmed to: 

calculate commissions based, at least in part, on the at least one business rule and 
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a value of at least one transaction. 

26. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 25, wherein: 

the business rule associates at least one variable with at least one condition, in the table. 

27. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 26, wherein: 

the variable is chosen from the group consisting of basis points or fees per transaction. 

28. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 27, wherein the value of the transaction is sales 
or revenues and the processor is programmed to: 

calculate the commissions by multiplying the basis points and sales or revenues. 

29. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 27, wherein the transaction is a sale, lease or 
installation of a product, and the processor is programmed to: 

calculate the commissions by multiplying the fees per transaction and a number of 
transactions. 

30. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 26, wherein: 

the condition is chosen from the group consisting of an age of an account, a date related 
to entry of the account into a program, and an achievement level related to the level of activity of 
the account. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The system of claim 25, wherein: 
the table comprises a plurality of business rules. 

32. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 25, wherein: 

the memory comprises a plurality of tables of business rules. 

33. (Withdrawn) A system for calculating commissions, comprising: 
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memory; and 

a processor coupled to the memory, the processor being programmed to: 

reference at least one business rule in a table, wherein the business rule associates 

a variable with at least one condition; 

determine the at least one condition; 

identify a value of a variable used to calculate commissions based, at least in part, 
on the at least one condition, in the table; 

retrieve a value of at least one transaction; and 

calculate the commissions based, at least in part, on the value of the variable and 
the value of the at least one transaction. 

34, (Withdrawn) The system of claim 33, wherein the calculated commissions 
comprises a plurality of commissions components, the processor being further programmed to, 
for each commissions component: 

reference at least one business rule in a table, wherein the business rule associates a 
variable with at least one condition; 

determine the at least one condition; 

identify a value of a variable used to calculate the commissions component based, at least 
in part, on the at least one condition, in the table; 

retrieve a value of at least one transaction; and 

calculate the commissions based, at least in part, on the value of the variable and the 
value of the at least one transaction; 

the processor being further programmed to: 

sum the calculated commissions components. 
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